A LABRADOR DOCTOR

tad found an apple just magnanimously sent us from the
shore as a delicacy.

Friends, inspired by Mr. William Ho well-Reed, of Bos-
ton, collected the money for a consignment of reindeer,
and we accordingly sent to Lapland to purchase as many
of the animals as we could afford. The expense was not so
much in the cost of the deer as in the transport. They
could not be shipped till they had themselves hauled
down to the beach enough moss to feed them on their pas-
sage across the Atlantic, Between two hundred and fifty
and three hundred were purchased, and three Lapp fam-
ilies hired to teach some of our local people how to herd
them. When at last snow enough fell for the sledges to
haul the moss down to the landwash, it was dark all day
around the North Cape.

Fifty years hence in all probability the Lapps will be
an extinct race, as even within the past twelve or fifteen
years, districts in which thousands of domesticated rein-
deer grazed, now possess but a few hundreds.

The good ship Anita, which conveyed the herd to us,
steamed in for southern Newfoundland and then worked
her way North as far as the ice would permit. At St.
Anthony everything was frozen up, and the men walked
out of the harbour mouth on the sea ice to meet the
steamer bringing the deer. The whole three hundred were
landed on the ice in Cremailliere, some three miles to the
southward of St. Anthony Hospital, and though many
fell through into the sea, they proved hardy and resource-
ful enough to reach the land, where they gathered around
the tinkling bells of the old deer without a single loss
from land to land.

One of our workers at St. Anthony that winter wrote
that "the most exciting moment was when the woman
was lowered in her own sledge over the steamer's side
room chewing up white paper, for on his first raid there heon to
